
Issue 6  February 2009   Newsletter of Addlestone Hebrew Academy  Tel: (843) 571-1105  www.addlestone.org 

 

����������	�
�	���
��
��	���	�������	�����	
	

Fletcher Crossman, Addlestone’s talented art, computer and literature 
teacher, has a new exhibit titled “The Age of Endarkenment” at the Univer-
sity of South Carolina galleries. The exhibit opened on January 12, 2009 
and will be on display until February 27, 2009.  
 

The works in the exhibit include the Holo-
caust series that was used at Yom 
HaShoah two years ago. A number of 
members of the Columbia Jewish Com-
munity came to the reception held on 
January 22nd to meet Mr. Crossman.   

In addition to his new exhibit, Mr. 
Crossman has been awarded a grant from 

the prestigious Ludwig Vogelstein Foundation for his art, and an article 
about him has just been published in The Charleston Review. To view the 
article online, go to www.thecharlestonreview.com and view page 18 in the 
January/February issue. 
 

He has also been asked to create an 18-foot-high painting that will be ex-
hibited in the historic Circular Church in downtown Charleston. It will be 
the centerpiece for panel discussions about the role of women in religion.  
To learn more about Mr. Crossman’s art, visit his website 
www.fletchercrossman.com. 

Jewish Connection to Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day  

Moreh Dror 
Karavani spoke 
to the 3rd grade 
about Dr. Mar-
tin Luther 
King, Jr. Day,  
the importance 
of holidays in 
Judaism, and 

the Jewish connection to the holiday.  
He described that when the sages decided 
to designate a holiday, there was an im-
portant reason for it. The reasons for a 
holiday are 1) that it is tied to a historic 
event, and 2) there is value in it. The stu-
dents learned that the holiday, observed 
on the third Monday of January each 
year, marks the birth date of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Dr. King was arguably 
the most  recognized and important figure  
of the civil rights movement, which suc-
cessfully protested racial discrimination 
in United States federal and state law. 
The students in Moreh Dror’s class made 
the connection that, like the African-
Americans, the Jews were also at one 
time slaves. Because of this common 
history, the Jews and African-Americans 
have a kinship. It is important that we 
celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
each year to honor him and our connec-
tion to African-Americans. 

“I felt excited that he is our first African-American President , and that it is 
going to be in the history books, and that I got to witness it. I felt proud to 
be an American with such a great President.” 
 

- Anna Book, 5th Grade 

 
On Tuesday, January 20, 

2009, Kindergarten 
through 8th grade  

students watched the  
inauguration of  

President Barack 
Obama on T.V. in the 

lobby of the JCC. 
 
 

Addlestone Students Watch Historic Inauguration 
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By Randy Cohen, parent and AHA Treasurer 

As I make my Board Member contribution to this space 
in the monthly newsletter, I am reminded of one of the 
most famous Presidential Inauguration quotes of all 
times:  “Ask not what your school can do for you, but 
what you can do for your school.”  OK – I have taken a 
bit of liberty with the words of John F. Kennedy, but you 
get the picture – or do you? 
As a parent first, a board member second and the treas-
urer third, I am humbled to write to all of you that read 
about the wonders of Addlestone Hebrew Academy 
every month.   
For those of you with a direct link to a child in the 
school, I am sure that you have had or will have the ex-
perience that I am currently having with my oldest, who 
is in Kindergarten.  I am once again in the “shock and 
awe” phase of watching him read, write, complete math 
problems, and interpret Judaics with love and excite-
ment.  My three year old continues to develop his love 
for everything school, and my youngest, who just turned 
one, will enter into Tiny Tots’ nurturing hands in the fall. 
For anyone with any connection to the school, I refer 
back to the quote at the top of this note.  It is a tough 
time in this world.  In the non-profit school world, it is 
no different.  I want to encourage each and every one of 
you to pick up the phone, send an email, or drop by the 
school and ask the staff one simple question – “What can 
I do for the school today?”   
Our community has developed an incredible volunteer 
corps.  I am calling on that corps to stand up and do what 
you do best.  Whether it be with money, time, or both, 
you are needed. Whether your children are at the school, 
graduated from the school, or even if you have never had 
children in the school, you can help cook gingerbread 
cookies with the kids, make a few phone calls, spend  

Continued on page 4 
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      Fighting Off the Winter Weight 
 

   During these chilly winter months, it can be 
difficult to keep off those few pounds that are easy to gain 
from winter inactivity. There are a few changes that you can 
make to help shed that extra baggage. Snacks such as car-
rot and celery sticks, cottage cheese with pineapple, and 
low-fat yogurt with fruit can be delicious and healthy ways to 
get back down to your ideal weight. 
   Being a “Yankee” from “up North,” it was easy to keep in 
shape during the winter months because my mother used to 
take us skiing 3 to 4 times a week.  We would ski for 4 to 5 
hours each time we went, and that helped us to stay fit and 
active (I must admit I could use a little of that winter activity 
now). We don’t have snowy mountains down here in the 
Lowcountry, but we do have a great resource right next 
door: the ocean and the beach!  Even though it can be chilly 
outside right now, the water isn’t the only place on the beach 
to have fun.  Just running around on the beach, making sand 
castles and playing ball with the dogs are all fun family ac-
tivities.  These are just a few suggestions to help you and 
your family stay healthy and fit ‘til spring and summer warm 
us up again. 

�����������	����	
From Sarah Evans 

 

Despite the economic crisis, AHA has still managed to generate support for our 
school.  Our Friends Campaign was 13% short of our goal; however, you can 
help compensate for this budgetary gap by continuing to contribute to our 
school by making a donation for one of the following: 

- In honor/memory of a friend or loved one        - Scholarship Fund 
- Science Fund                                              - Playground Fund 
- Endowment 

We are so grateful to those who made a contribution to our school during our 
campaign.  Even though Friends has come to an end, we are now in the midst of 
a new year with many new comings: a new President of the United States, a 
new website, new faces at our school, and a new fundraising event. 
The bruised economy from 2008 and the novelty of a new year bring mixed 
feelings of uncertainty and excitement.  This year, we hope to ease some of 
those thoughts of uncertainty by reminding everyone about the importance of 
community. For the second semester fundraiser, Addlestone will host a week-
end of “Fun and Games” to encourage good old-fashioned entertainment (and of 
course to raise money for the school).   
The weekend will begin on Saturday, February 28, with a Casino themed-
auction.  This Monte Carlo scene will be a fun night for adults to socialize and 
made a difference. The following day, Sunday, March 1, AHA in conjunction 
with the Jewish Community Center, BSBI, KKBE and Emanu-El will host a 
community carnival to celebrate Purim.  The carnival will be an opportunity to 
bring your entire family to the JCC for a day of entertainment.  While at the 
carnival, community members can support the Charleston Jewish Federation by 
participating in Super Sunday.   
AHA is so grateful for your support in 2008, and we look forward to your con-
tinued generosity in 2009.  In order for these events to be a success, we need the 
participation of ALL Addlestone families.  Please contact me, Sarah Evans, at 
571-1105 to make arrangements for your participation of these upcoming 
events. Thank you!  
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    Throughout the month of January, students have come to 
the Media Center with great excitement! Each grade K-4 has 
had opportunities to hear great stories, but the classes are 
involved in using the Media Center as an active center. Some 
students are involved in researching U.S. states to enrich 
classroom learning (4th grade) or searching through a variety 
of nature themed magazines (2nd grade). Each student is 
learning to navigate through the materials so that when they 
need to be independent, they have the skills. Students are 
working interdependently with one another. The Media Center 
is fun and active. 
    On January 28th, Josef Newman of Envision Prefab 
Homes  met with elementary and middle school students about 
converting cargo containers into affordable housing. Students 
in grades 2-8 have had an overview of the company and have 
discussed alternative means of building homes, "Going 
Green", and the benefits of creating sustainable and environ-
mentally responsible construction to the workforce housing 
marketplace.  If you would like to read more about Envision 
Prefab Homes, go to http://www.envisionprefab.com.  
   The Governor's Honor Roll Reading Program has been 
successful. There are children coming to collect their certifi-
cates, but no class has met the criteria of having everyone in 
the class participate yet. The Media Center has more forms for 
those who need them. We are hoping for 100% participation 
 

(Continued on page 3) 
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The Netanel family’s address has 
changed. Their correct address is: 

 
Riki and Shlomi Netanel 

653-A Windemere Blvd 
Charleston, SC 

29407 
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Media Center News (Continued from page 2) 
 

from grades 1-6. There is an ice cream party for each class who gets 
100%.  There is a special treat for grades 1-6 if we reach 100% school-wide by 
March 1st.  Keep on reading! 
     Finally, the Media Center will be introducing a new creative arts program in 
February. Keep your eyes open for some exciting adventures in the arts. If you are 
a parent in grades K-8 and would like to help behind the scenes, see Alli Debrow 
in the Media Center and find out how you can help.  

��������	
����������
��
������
������
�����������

����
�������	�����
�����

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

����������	�
��
��
This month, EC3 Green was busy 
learning about the Gingerbread 
Man. It was so much fun! We read 
several different versions of the 
story including The Gingerbread 
Baby. We did an art project and 
made gingerbread boys and girls and 
asked the children where they would 
run if they were the gingerbread 
people. We also baked gingerbread 
cookies with the help of Emma 
Horne’s dad Jimi, Sophie Dew- 
hirst’s grandmother Judi, and Jared 
Rosenberg’s dad Michael. We really 
enjoyed this unit and the cookies 
were a big hit! 
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Congratulations to  

Berlin Strange, 4th grade, on his  
participation in the  

Geography Bee on December 
17th, 2008.  

 
His name was unintentionally left out of 
the last newsletter when we announced 

the participants in the bee. 

AHA Graduate Visits 7th - 8th Grades 
 

Elon Stricker, who graduated from Addlestone in 2003, came and spoke to the 7th 
and 8th grade classes in early January about his experiences after AHA.  
 
He went to the American Hebrew Academy in Greensboro, North Carolina, and he 
discussed what it meant to him to study in a Jewish high school. He studied Jewish 
topics, and was active in various Jewish activities throughout school. He also dis-
cussed his year in Israel that he spent with friends studying, volunteering, and ob-
serving Israeli culture. He explained what challenges he faced, and shared stories 
with the students. He is now a student at Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia.  
 
This was a wonderful opportunity for the 7th and 8th graders to find out the possi-
bilities that lie ahead for them after their graduation from Addlestone. 



PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS 
From Sherry Bryson 

 

In January, our PA Board met with Sarah Evans to discuss how our volunteer efforts can 
help our school's auction and carnival be successful events. As this special weekend nears, 
be on the lookout for ways all of us can help. We also discussed how we can put our fund-
raising profits from this year to good use by helping improve our playgrounds making 
them even safer and more fun. We all agreed that preparation NOW is the key to having an 
organized PA for next year. With this said, we brainstormed and started laying a founda-
tion for the 09/10 year. 

February brings us Tu B'Shevat and our tradition of preparing platters of foods represent-
ing Israel for each class' Tu B'Shevat Seder. We also donate two trees to be planted by our 
children to celebrate this holiday of planting and harvesting. This year Tu B'Shevat is on a 
Monday. Anyone who can help Joellen Kirshtein with food shopping and helping the Sun-
day before is appreciated. Please contact her. Thank you, Joellen, for spear heading this 
PA tradition. This tradition is a good example of why our PA dues are needed. Your sup-
port is important.  

February also brings our mid-year PA meeting for our parents. This will take place on 
Tues. Feb. 17th at 7:00 pm in our library. Please plan on attending.   
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SAVE $250 On Your 
Tuition 

 
 
 
 
 

On Wednesday, January 28, 2009, 
Ms. Liraz Sharabani made an e-
presentation to our 2nd - 8th grade 
student body about the remarkable 
achievements of the State of Israel 
in technology, the young men and 
women who start up new, innova-
tive companies there, and eCamp, 
an Israeli hi-tech summer camp, 
with a location in the U.S. at the 
American Hebrew Academy in 
Greensboro, N.C. as well. The 
camp features Shabbat services, a 
Kosher facility, tons of fun, learn-
ing opportunities and much more. 
The brochure sent home with the 
students describes the summer 2009 
eCamp.  
As a gift for registering 
for the camp by April 
1st, the camp will give 
you a $250 scholarship 
towards your tuition at AHA! 

8 yrs. old &  up 

A Word from the Board (Continued from page 2) 
 

time reading books with the students, or run an errand or two.  There is so much that can 
be done.   
As our economy makes everyday life a bit harder, the school that we all love and support 
needs your help.  Our character as a school community will be defined by what happens at 
this time.  We need you like you have never been needed before.  This can and will be our 
finest hour.  It will only be that way with your help. 
When you support Jewish education and Addlestone Hebrew Academy, you make a state-
ment.  What I would like you to consider is to do more than paying tuition and sending 
your children to learn in our newly painted halls.  Do more than just helping your child 
with their homework.  There was a book called All I Really Need to Know I Learned in 
Kindergarten by Robert Fulghum.  I would ask that we learn from our Kindergarteners and 
do things with love and excitement.  If you want to see that again – to be reminded of what 
it was like to just LOVE WHAT YOU DO – stop by the school sometime.  You will see it 
with the staff, the teachers, and most of all, the students.   
Let’s all commit to making 2009 the year we remember what it is like to LOVE WHAT 
WE DO AGAIN: LOVE TO LEARN – LOVE TO TEACH – LOVE TO HELP.  Make 
this the year when you ask “What can I do for Addlestone Hebrew Academy?”   
We are all part of the Addlestone Hebrew Academy family and together we can make a 
difference. 
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